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Stai rway
to heaven

Anorth Portugal site seemed animpossible
place to build a house, until architect
Alvaro Leite Siza Vieira stepped up with his

richculiushy steep hillside |
, Casa Tald's story started back i 1993 when
1 1151740 0 land the howse now occupies was
¥ Luis Marinhd for €2,500, a desisory fagure
o for this isolated area 100k north-east of Porto,
Mo reason for the low sum was the precinitous
15-degree shope that Ratilitated the plot’s impressive
s, Having originally insended to build a low-cost
abs fag hut 10 sk 4% & weekend retrnat, Marinho
then had a change of heart and decided he wanted &
mo‘e elaborate hotiday nome, That's when he thosght
e Lt Siza Viewra, the archibect 550 of
Poraugal’s Pritzier Prize winner, Aharo Siza Viewa.
ira sas he chose 1o heep Casa Told's
simple because it is 2 holiday bame 11 true
m in the senss of reducing everything to the
real essentials.” says Leite Siz. The three bedroanm
3 Iving space are accessed thcugh giass doors with
ered metal Irames, and walls and celengs are
iite and contrasted with pinewood floors.
siricng aspect of Casa TAI 15 on the
outyide: the concrete steps that cascade down the
hillgde, There are 164 of them in ail (with & forther
and Leite Siza says they remind him of the
MC Escher's famoas ithegraphs, It's 3 feature
that's partly responsitite for Ledte Siza's undpologatic
laim {hat ‘no‘other house is ke this ane’, but this
wnigueness was only achieved after six painful years of
construction work, which befied the relatively modest
£175,000 budgeL. The project was incomprehensible
uliders, who cheated on matenals and even
e wnplanned details that subsequentty had fo be
. emoved. Now, it last linalised accardang to the
TR —— ~ . . i drawings, Casa THIG was submitted a5 part of the
& %y Partuguese presence in S4o Paula's 2005 Architecture
B - fieanale. Yet. il a commission's surcessis measared

{u_u to the plot's steep
e by eliend sa ction, Casa Tole doesn't huve to travel

the beginning of the process | was

says Marinhe, Wow | ke it afot. | take
uree In [t teing out ol the ordinary. 9

e Siza Vieira, e-ait: alvarishosizagsapat
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