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ject is located on a site, with an area of

around 1,000 m*, in Lugar das Carvalhinh
Alvite, Cerva Parish, Ribeira da Pena Com-
mune, Vila Real District,

The project consists of a holiday home with
three rooms, a social bathroom, a living
room, a dinning room, a small kitchen with a
support washbasin, pantry, and even a small
outdoor swimming pool.

The terrain is sharply inclined and has a par-
ticular configuration: it is very long and narrow.
However, the fact that it faces south allows it to
receive optimal solar exposure and to enjoy a
particular natural view. The living area does not

ed 180 m".

For reasons of functionality and integration, it
was opted to organize the main entrance based
on the street where car transit was possible. This
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TOLO HOUSE" .

Alvite, Vila Real, Portz.fgal_i Sy
Design: 1999 Construction: 2000—05 *

road leads to the northern higher part of the lot.
s, 1t is possible to access the house
tpath from the south. Its

Neverthel
from a more rustic
fragmentation, the necessary due to the steep

ography, transforms the whole into a compo-
sition of small linked and interconnected vol-
an unevenness that allows for a
1d rational use of the lot. In this
s various functions are clarified

umes, creatin
maore secure

way the hous
with each elevation corresponding to a single

compartment. The roof functions simultane-

ously as pavement support for the gardens: sim-

ilar to the traditional threshing floors and patios
in the northern regions of the country with hilly
terrain.

With a linear position at the center of the lot,
an attempt was made to preserve all the pre-ex-

isting trees. as they maintain a strong presence
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in the area. as well as to pre
with the immediate surrounding

its original characteristics. The form

s and t
from a rigorous, modular geometric ab
establishes the necessary rotation of
modules to adapt to the natural morph
the terrain, respecting the distance f
boring regulation walls, thus appeari
naturally and with absolute freedom.
The terrain’s instability together with
nomic resources gave rise to a house
nctions: the home itself and its
nization of outdoor |
corresponding to the roofs of var
which p
v. the creation of a pedestrian linl

por use of the

the paths of the upper and lower levels t
der this lot. In this way the house itself is




s a fundamental outdoor route.
eate a link between the
that have the

:xterior stairs that
s mirror the interior stairs
function of linking the designed co
s that are also developed through leve
vay, the exterior stairs correspond to the in-
ceilings.
though this project p
5 language. from the four quadrants, its

sents an extreme unit

>3 1S entire

¢ varies completely. It exp
netry to the southeast, and in a different

to the northeast. It is radically contextual-
in the northwest and southwest quadrants,
neither horizontal nor vertical architecture.
wcation on the lot results in a slanting archi-
re.

> necessity of partially burying the house
:s from lack of economic means, and in this

way creates positive thermal behavior and secu-
rity. The outdoor patios solidly adapt, establish-
ing a direct link to the garden, and the house is
naturally unified with the terrain. The choice of
crete creates an idea like that of
massive stones ap naturally on the site.
In this way, expressiveness is extracted from a
continuous structure of reinforced concrete, the

1 the lot with these char.

exposed ¢

ris-
ain making optimum use of the
ailable.

Paving stones of reinforced concrete will also
be constructed, creatin
and the lot, which is fundamental for
anteeing decent waterproofing and improved
thermal behavior in the terrain with such an ele-
vated water table. The reinforced concrete walls
will contain an exterior finishing with special

an air space between

formwork. its stereotomy having been designed.
PVC canvases will waterprool foundations.
walls, and roc

The roofing will be covered with thermal in-
sulation and prefabricated. anti-slip tiles. Some
patios will be filled with humus for a grass
plane. The few non-resistant walls will be built
in cement blocks filled with sand. These will be
plastered, coated and painted white in the interi-
ors.

The interior floors. doors. and baseboards are
in wood, except in the water areas. The exterior
doors and windows are in metal, which are dou-
ble-pained for improved thermal and acoustic
insulation.

Alvaro Lei
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View from northwest L/ LH HS

POOL

Plan

Alvaro Leite Siza Vieira
1is Marinho Leite Barbosa da Silva

ts: GOP, structural and mechanical

mtractor: Oscar Gouveia

holiday house

system: concrete , ™

erials: concrete, pine wood. plaster 5 T

1,000 m*  EEE—
180 m* Total floor area: 170 m* '

).000 euro

Section
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Stairs: living/dining room on right  BEL D A1IZE0 foi
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Stairs: bedroom level TEFL ¥




